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Death has always stalked single mother Allie Callahan. For the first time in her life, she has found a

fragile sort of happiness living a quiet, peaceful existence in East Texas with her young son,

Sammy, and her adoptive mother.Still, Allie fears she may be susceptible to the same mental illness

that destroyed her serial-killer mother and brother. She's haunted by the idea that she could

become incapable of caring for Sammy.When twelve-year-old twins Zoe and Carrie arrive on her

doorstep late one night, their parents slain in a vicious double homicide, Allieâ€™s strength and

sanity are put to the test. What did the twins see on the night of their parentsâ€™ horrific murder?

They are too frightened to say.Soon faced with a series of menacing phone calls, a rising body

count, and the pressure of keeping the girls and her own son safe, Allie fears she'll lose her

mindâ€”and her one shot at happinessâ€”once and for all.
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DONâ€™T SAY A WORD is a book where a murder mystery has taken place. The huge house

smells of rancid blood and decaying bodies. The twins Zoe and Carrie have been hiding in the

house for two days, with their murdered parents. They are eventually rescued and put in foster care



with a sweet lady named Bitty. The stench of the girls is horrible; they wonâ€™t speak, and are

traumatized. Allie, Bittyâ€™s adopted daughter, starts a bath and gets clothes for the girls. Bitty

spoke to the officers getting details on the incident. Zoe is in denial, refusing to believe her father is

dead. The family has fallen apart after the death of their 3 year old brother. Zoe and Carrieâ€™s

mom has a boyfriend named Gary who is at the house all the time. Their dad travels for work and is

gone frequently. To cope with emotions Carrie is a cutter, and screams uncontrollably. Zoe tries to

form an unrealistic relationship with Allie. A stalker tracks down Carrie and Zoe and starts harassing

them with phone calls, and peeping through windows. The author creates a great feeling of

anticipation. Of wondering and worrying and being scared of the stalker and possible murderer. I

feel a twist in the story, anticipating a change in events and who did it. Wow, and then a different

change. You will have a fantastic sense of piecing the clues together. Zoe and Carrie are complex

characters with mental health challenges. Allie has her own anxiety but works on helping everyone.

Bitty just hangs back and tries to hold everything together. The final wrap up is nothing you expect!

The author leaves mystery right up until the bitter end, and spins the story once again. I canâ€™t

even give this book the fantastic credit it deserves without spoilers.
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